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Meeting Minutes:

Stephen Kerr: Opened the meeting on behalf of Selaine Saxby MP (Chair) and the wood panel industry.
Stephen thanked all for attending virtually. Stephen asked for any comments on the Inaugural Meeting
Minutes from July 2020 (Appendix 1). No comments or alterations were recorded.

Andrew Bowie MP proposed the minute for approval and Heather Wheeler MP seconded.

Mark Cummings and Ross Stephen led a Policy Update (see Appendix 2 - 4). The key policy points
covered within the presentation were: (1) the ongoing concerns around wood security - notably the
declining availability of the wood basket and the rising demand exacerbated by subsidised biomass; (2) the
need for reciprocal trade arrangements for the import / export of wood products.

Mark Cummings and Ross Stephen led a presentation of the Draft Expert Working Group for the Wood
Panel Industry Report and Engagement Strategy (see Appendix 5). This report was digested and a mandate
given to approve the Report and undertake the targeted Departmental engagement.

Neil Parish asked about the Industry’s understanding of the working relationship between the Secretary of
State and Energy Minister on planting and timber industries. Mr Parish suggested that a greater supply of
homegrown wood for the wood panel industry is important and that the Treasury will be keen to save
money during the pandemic.

Alastair Kerr answered Mr Parish that the connection between the Secretary of State and Energy Minister
is not as strong as it ought to be from an Industry’s perspective. Alastair detailed that availability of wood
in the UK is declining and that planting is not happening at the speed it should be, although new planting
occurring in Scotland has been a welcome step. However, in England, planting is much more limited, and
in the England Tree Strategy there are no clear targets or direction for England. This is key in the
Industry’s ability to meet increasing demand for UK products.

Actions:
e The Chair is mandated to target the following Departmental stakeholders, with Selaine Saxby MP
and Alastair Kerr to jointly write to Ministers seeking engagement:-
o The Rt Hon Alok Sharma MP (Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy);
The Rt Hon Kwasi Kwarteng MP (Minister for Business, Energy and Clean Growth);
Kemi Badenoch MP (Exchequer Secretary to the Treasury);
The Rt Hon George Eustice MP (Secretary of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs);
The Rt Hon Liz Truss MP (Secretary of State for International Trade);
The Rt Hon Alister Jack MP (Secretary of State for Scotland);
The Rt Hon Simon Hart MP (Secretary of State for Wales).
e The finalised Report will be issued to all UK parliamentarians in order to highlight the updated
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policy recommendations. This will be similar to action taken in 2018 as it promotes the message
we strive to get across. Selaine Saxby MP suggested that anyone with creative ideas of getting
Parliamentarians to read this Report should come forward.

Selaine Saxby MP: Asked attendees whether there was any further business and thereafter, closed the
meeting.

Date of Next Meeting: This will be confirmed with the APPG for the Wood Panel Industry once
engagements have taken place and a meaningful update on progress can be advised.
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Appendix Items:
1. APPG for the Wood Panel Industry Inaugural Meeting Minutes (July 2020);

WPIF Submission to the RHI Consultation;

WPIF Submission to the Future Support for Low Carbon Heat Consultation;
WPIF Submission to the England Tree Strategy;

APPG Presentation (Report and Engagement Strategy).
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